TUNSTALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

N  - :o: - 

Medical  Officer’s  Report 

For  the  year  ending  December,  1900. 

- :o: - 

To  THE  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Ninth  Annual 
Report.  I  regret  that  the  statistics  at  my  disposal  indicate 
that  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  regarding  the  health  and 
mortality  of  the  township  have  prevailed  throughout  the 
year. 

POPULATION. 

Including  the  newly  annexed  district  of  Pittshill,  I  find 
the  estimated  population  of  the  entire  district  now  amounts 
to  18,516.  '1  he  area  of  the  district  is  now  1,015  acres, 

giving  a  density  of  population  of  18  persons  per  acre. 

PIRTHS. 

.  795  Births  have  been  registered  during  the  year,  of 
these  396  are  male  births,  and  399  female  births,  and  re¬ 
present  an  annual  rate  of  increase  of  42*9  per  1,000  living. 

This  rate  is  ry  per  1,000  greater  than  that  recorded  for 
the  preceding  year^  and  with  the  exception  of  the  rate  (44'3) 
for  1896,  is  the  highest  birth  rate  recorded  for  the  last  ten 
years. 

In  addition  I  find  that  the  interments  of  55  still-born 
children  from  Tunstall  district  have  been  registered  at  the 
Cemetery. 
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DEATHS. 


544  Deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  these  268  were  males,  and  276  females,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  29*3  of  the 
estimated  population. 

I  regret  to  state  that  this  is  the  highest  death  rate  ex¬ 
perienced  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  compares  very 
unfavourably  with  that  recorded  for  the  preceding  year, 
shewing  an  increase  of  no  less  than  6’8  per  i  000. 

Idle  rates  for  the  preceding  five  years  were  as  follows  : 


I  898 
1897  . 
I  896 
1895 
1 899 


25‘3 

20-95 


2 1 


26’  I 
22-5 


The  factors  in  producing  such  a  heavy  mortality  have 
been : — 


High  Infant  mortalit)  from  Diphtheria,  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs.  Constitutional  and 
Wasting  diseases ; 

Constitutional  diseases  in  adults ;  and 
Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  special  report  dealing  with 
the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  which  I  prepared  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  a  request  from  the  Local  Government  Board  : — 

“  Gentlemen, 

“The  Local  Government  Board  having  requested  a 
report  upon  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  township, 
I  beg  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  cases  which 
came  under  observation  from  IMarch  26th  till  the  31st 
August,  1900. 

“59  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  2  cases  of  Membranous 
Croup  were  reported  up  to  the  31st  August  and  were 
distributed  from  all  parts  of  the  town. 

“In  5  instances  2  cases  occurred  in  one  house,  and  in 
3  instances  3  cases  in  one  house.  The  average  age  of 
the  patients  notified  was  9  years. 
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“  j  7  of  the  cases  proved  fatal,  one  having  died  at  the 
Infectious  Hospital 

“The  average  age  at  death  was  3^  years. 

“  Owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  Infectious  Hos¬ 
pital  it  was  possible  to  remove  only  7  cases  for  treatment 
there. 

“  In  the  course  of  my  investigations  of  each  case,  I 
found  that  six  of  the  children  notified  had  been  attending 
Lyndhurst  Street  School,  where  serious  sanitary  defects 
existed  with  regard  to  the  closets  and  in  the  interior 
arrangments  of  the  school.  Notice  was  at  once  given 
to  the  Authorities  of  the  necessity  for  converting  the 
cesspits  into  water  closets. 

“  4  cases  occurred  in  Newfield  and  Bond  Street  where 
the  back  entries  still  remain  unpaved  and  in  a  very  dirty 
condition.  The  condition  of  these  entries  should  have 
the  early  attention  of  your  Highway  Committee. 

“  3  cases  occurred  simultaneously  in  a  travelling  van, 
and  were,  all  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital.  The 
cause  of  the  outbreak  here  wms  undoubtedly  due  to  over¬ 
crowding,  as  there  w’ere  no  fewer  than  7  persons  living  in 
a  small  van. 

“  7  cases  occurred  in  King  William  Street,  a  street  of 
quite  recent  construction. 

“  Here  I  found  very  serious  sanitary  defects.  In  many 
of  the  vards  there  were  no  arrano-ements  whatever  for  the 

...  O 

deposit  ot  ashes  and  house  refuse.  Many  of  the  water 
closets  were  faulty  in  their  connections  v\ilh  the  sew^er, 
and  the  closets  themselves,  Duckett  in  type,  badly  con¬ 
structed,  and  in  my  opinion  more  dangerous  than  an 
ordinary  cesspit. 

“  In  the  remaining  cases,  with  one  exception,  I  found 
either  the  back  -^rnrhs  of  the  houses  badly  paved  or  walls 
of  the  outhouses  soaking,  owdng  to  the  absence  of  an 
exit  pipe  from  the  slopstone.  Notice  was  at  once  given 
to  the  landlords  of  the  unsanitary  condition  found,  but  I 
fear  in  some  cases  the  condition  is  allowed  to  drilt  on. 
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“  In  every  case  I  have  insisted  upon  isolation  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  given  detailed  instructions  with  regard 
to  the  destruction  of  the  discharges  from  the  patient  and 
the  free  use  of  disinfectants. 

“  Having  regard  to  the  intimate  relationship  between 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  we  have  lately  had 
many  cases  of  a  mild  character,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the 
School  Authorities  be  again  warned  of  the  probability  of  the 
presence  of  many  unsuspected  cases  of  slight  sore  throat 
or  of  children  peeling  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  their  schools 
and  that  a  periodical  examination  of  all  the  children 
should  be  made  to  eliminate  such  cases. 

“It  is  very  desirable  also  that  landlords  should  give 
strict  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  backyards  and 
outhouses  of  their  property.” 

During  the  months  of  November  and  December  the  dis¬ 
ease  assumed  such  a  severe  epidemic  form,  that  at  my 
request  all  the  schools  in  the  township  were  closed  for  six 
weeks.  The  extraordinary  prevalence  of  the  disease  during 
the  latter  months  of  the  vear  has  doubtless  been  propagated 
by  the  unusually  warm  wet  weather  which  then  prevailed,  and 
which  favoured  the  development  of  the  Bacillus  of  Diphtheria 

I  mention  this  because  it  indicates  the  necessity  for 
adopting  measures  to  prevent  ground  air  from  gaining 
admission  into  houses;  for  redijubling  our  effort  at  purifi¬ 
cation,  not  onlv  within  the  houses,  but  of  the  soil  surround¬ 
ing  the  homes  of  the  pi  ople,  and  the  public  highways  of 
the  township. 

INFANTIDF  MORTALITY. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  again  at  a  lamentably  high  figure. 
192  deaths  occured  in  children  under  i  year,  141  at  ages 
between  i  and  5  years.  'Fhe  infant  mortality  under  i  year 
is  in  the  proportion  of  241 ’5  per  1,000  births;  an  increase 
of  6o‘[  per  1,000  when  compared  with  the'rate  recorded  for 
the  preceding  year. 

It  thus  appears  that  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  total  deaths 
have  occurred  in  children  under  5  years,  and  as  a  large 
proportion  of  these  children  have  died  from  prenniture 
birth  and  wasting  diseases;  these  facts  detract  from  the 
value  of  the  high  birth  rate. 
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They  shew  that,  too  many  of  the  children  come  into  the 
world  with  feeble  constitutions  and  ill  prepared  to  stand  the 
stress  of  infant  life.  The  demise  of  such  children  is  a 
powerful  factor  in  producing  a  high  general  death  rate. 

How  to  remedy  this  condition  is  one  of  the  greatest 
problems  of  public  health  and  should  receive  our  constant 
attention. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  58  deaths.  Of  these  23  have  been  attributed 
to  Convulsions  in  young  children,  and  concerning  which 
the  above  comment  equally  applies. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

have  caused  1 18  deaths,  an  increase  of  3g  compared  with 
the  preceding  year.  The  deaths  have  occurred  at  the  extreme 
ages  of  life  and  at  times  of  the  year  wdien  seasonal  influences 
are  mostly  felt. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

have  caused  6g  deaths.  Of  these  35  have  been  caused  by 
Phthisis  and  other  forms  of  Tubercular  disease  A  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  have  been  Fibroid  Phthisis,  and 
liave  nearly  all  occurred  among  persons  employed  in  branches 
of  pottery  manufacture,  thus  suggesting  defects  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  work-rooms. 

No  fewer  than  70  deaths  have  been  registered  under  ill- 
defined  causes,  such  as  Marasmus,  Congenital  Debility  and 
Inanition,  and  as  the  mortality  is  almost  entirely  among  very 
young  cliildren,  the  causes  of  such  are  to  be  found  in  a 
want  o^  vigour  in  the  parents  of  the  children,  imperfection 
in  the  feeding  and  nursing  of  the  children,  overcrowding- 
in  some  of  the  houses  and  a  want  of  cleanliness  in  the 
general  surroundings. 

ZYMOTIC  DISIfASES. 

90  Deaths  have  been  attributed  to  these  diseases  and  in 
the  following-distribution,  viz. — 74  ^iiasmatic,  14  Diarrhoeal, 
and  2  Septic,  d  his  number  gives  a  proportion  of  4’ 8  per 
1,000  as  compared  with  63  deaths  and  a  rate  of  y']  per  1,000 
for  the  previous  year.  One  half  of  the  deaths  have  been 
caused  by  Di[)htheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 
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Much  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  bringing  the  backyards 
of  many  of  the  houses  in  the  town  into  a  good  sanitary 
condition,  and  it  is  much  to  be  deplored  that  landlords 
allow  their  property  in  this  direction  to  remain  in  such  a 
defective  condition. 

VACCINATION. 

392  Children  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  during 
the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  an  entire 
absence  of  Small  Pox  during  the  year. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  &  ASHES. 

The  Contractors  for  the  removal  of  the  above  have  per¬ 
formed  their  duty  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner.  Water 
(dosets  to  the  number  of  120  have  been  substituted  for  the 
old  cesspits 

BACK  ENTRIES. 

I  regret  to  find  nothing  has  been  done  during  the  year  in 
this  direction.  In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  and 
the  opinions  I  have  expressed  thereon,  no  further  delay 
should  occur  in  paving  all  the  back  entries  in  the  town. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  with  the  work  of  the  New 
System,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  current  year  will  see  the 
scheme  completed. 

NOTIFICATION  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  sickness  notified  during  the  year ; — 


Diphtheria 

153 

jMembranous  Croup 

9 

Erysipelas 

18 

Scarlet  Fever 

265 

Enteric  Fever 

19 

Continued  Fever 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

7  cases  of  Diphtheria,  20  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  10  cases 
of  Typhoid  Fever  were  removed  for  treatment  in  Hospital. 

Owing  to  the  strain  upon  the  limited  number  of  beds  in 
the  Hospital,  I  have  not  been  able  to  remove  as  many  cases 
as  ought  to  have  been  isolated  there. 

No  New  Bye-Laws  have  been  adopted  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedi<s>nt  Servant, 

W.  PARTINGTON. 
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I. 

Specific  Febrile,  or  Zy- 

motic  Diseases 

23 

55 

7 

2 

I 

2 

.  . 

*  . 

90 

II. 

Parasitic  Diseases 

III. 

Dietic  Diseases 

IV. 

Constitutional  Diseases 

6 

15 

5 

8 

8 

5 

1 1 

6 

4 

I 

69 

V. 

Developmental  Diseases 

20 

15 

14 

I 

50 

VI. 

Local  Diseases 

77 

44 

12 

7 

14 

19 

24 

32 

22 

3 

.  .  . 

254 

VII. 

Deaths  from  Violence... 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

0 

.  .  . 

.  «  • 

.  •  . 

1 1 

vMII. 

Deaths  from  Ill-Defined 

and  Not  Specified  Causes 

65 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

70 

Totals . . 

i92|i  17 

26 

19 

25 

26 

36 

40 

44 

18 

I 

544 

SUMMARY. 


No.  of 
Deaths 


I. — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

i. 

Miasmatic  Diseases 

...  74 

2. 

Diarrhoeal 

...  14 

3- 

Malarial 

4- 

Zoogenous 

5- 

Venereal 

6. 

Septic 

2 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

III. — Dietic  Diseases. 

IV. — Constitutional  Diseases 

...  69 

V. — Develofme.ntal  Diseases 

...  50 

VI. — Loc-vl  Diseases. 

I. 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

00 

2. 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3- 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

...  36 

4- 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

...  II8 

5- 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

...  26 

6. 

Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7- 

Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  Use 

8. 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System 

8 

9- 

Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

{a).  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 

(7).  Diseases  of  Parturition 

6 

10. 

Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

II. 

Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

...  2 

VII. — Violence. 

I. 

Accident  or  Negligence 

10 

2. 

Homicide 

J* 

Suicide 

I 

4- 

Execution 

VIII.— Ill- 

Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes 

...  70 

544 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during'  the 
year  1900  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Tunstd.ll. 


Dwelling- 

houses 

and 

Schools. 


House 

Drainage 


TFoul  Conditions 
I  Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding  ... 

Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging-houses  (Inspected  by  Pol 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter-houses 
Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies  repaired 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets, 

1  Defective  Traps 
'  No  Disconnection 
I  Other  P'aults 
Water  Supply  ... 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


e) 


Totals 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

and 

Obser¬ 

vations 

made. 

Formal 

Notices 

by 

Author¬ 

ity. 

Nuis¬ 

ances 

Abated 

after 

Notice. 

591 

209 

376 

73 

73 

73 

6 

6 

6 

93 

72 

.  .  . 

12 

132 

77 

I 

I 

175 

175 

175 

4 

4 

4 

120 

120 

64 

64 

42 

42 

I 

... 

1262 

468 

861 

Nos. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 
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Disinfeclant.s  have  been  .supplied  and  freely  used  in  any  cases  under  this  headino;. 


Date,  28lh  Jan.,  igoi 


(Signed),  J.  ADDISON,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


